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Introduction  

  

 New Milfordôs motto is ñthe Birthplace of Bergen County. ò The county 

was founded in 1683 , s o it might seem puzzling  that 2022 marks just the 

100th anniversary of the boroughôs incorporation. Letôs clear up that 

confusion.  
New Milford is known as the ñBirthplace of Bergen Countyò because it 

is the site of the first permanent  settlement of non - native people in Bergen 

County. On June 8, 1677, Davi d Demarest Sr. ,  a French Huguenot , signed a 

deed with the Tappans granting him about 2000 acres of land on the east side 

of the Hackensack River.  That deed is known as the French Patent.   

Demarest was born in 1620. His family left  France in 1643 and live d in 

the Netherlands and Germany before joining the Huguenot colony on Staten 

Island  in 1663 . Two years later, Demarest, his wife, Marie, and their four 

children  moved to the Dutch settlement of New Harlem, in what is now upper  

Manhattan.  

David Sr. became an  active  member of the settlement . His time there 

was not without difficulty or sadness.  Legal records show that he was 

involved in several disputes with his neighbors. A son Daniel, who was born 

when the family lived in New Harlem, died in an accident.  A restless 

Demarest decided to uproot his family one last time.  

Demarest  petitioned Sir George Carteret, the proprietor of East and 

West Jersey, for permission to establish a settlement for French Huguenots.  

Carteret agreed with the provi sion that Demarest pay the Tappans for the 

land.   

The Demarests left New York and sailed up the Hackensack to their new 

home. During the trip, Demarestôs wife,  Marie ,  died, possibly of smallpox. 

One of the first things they did when they came ashore was t o bury Mar ie .  

Sheôs the first person laid to rest in what is now known as the French 

Burying Ground.   

The family built a house (a log cabin) where the Elks Club now stands, 

and the first church stood at the 

corner of what is now River Road 

and Patrolman  Ray Woods Drive . In  

between these two buildings they 

set aside a plot of land for a 

family burying ground.  

David Sr. also built 

another house for hims elf on 

River Road. This stone house , 

known as the Jacobus Demarest 

house, still stands, and it is 
An artistôs interpretation of the French Burying Ground 

with the Old Demarest House in the distance. 



 

 

the oldest continuously occupied home in Bergen County. Ultimately David 

failed to attract enough French Huguenots to the are a to support a church ; 

however, many Dutch and English settled here.  

That explains why New Milford is the ñBirthplace of Bergen County.ò 

To get to the 100th anniversary, letôs fast forward through history to 

Bergen County in the late 1800s. Today, the county includes 56 borou ghs 

among its 70 municipalities. The reason is due in part to schools and taxes 

ð and the railroad.   

In the late 19th century, Bergen County, like 

much of New Jersey, was divided into large 

townships. As the railroad was built, commuter 

suburbs formed ar ound railroad stations. Tensions 

arose between the growing number of commuters, who 

wanted more government services for the new 

developments ,  and long - time residents ,  such as self -

sufficient farmers, who didnôt want to pay taxes for 

services they wouldnôt use.  

A previously little - used law permitted small 

segments of existing townships to vote by referendum 

to form independent boroughs. Commuters took 

advantage of that law.  Another law consolidated 

school districts into one per municipality. That 

made it e asier for dissatisfied communities to form 

boroughs, to gain a seat on the county board and to 

keep control of local schools.  

Between 1894  and 18 95, 40 out of the 70 

municipalities in Bergen County were formed.  The state, seeing that 

ñboroughitisò was ge tting out of hand , closed the loophole in the law . 

Boroughs could still be  formed, but the process was controlled  by the state 

legislature .  

New Milford was part of Palisades Township, which extended from the 

Hackensack  River  east to the Hudson River.  When  ñboroughitisò hit, Tenafly, 

Bergenfield and others broke away.  By 1922, the last remaining 

unincorporated areas of the township were in what we now know as New 

Milford. On March 11, 1922, the New Jersey Senate and General Assembly 

introduced ñAn Act to Incorporate the Borough of New Milford, in the County 

of Bergen.ò However, the legislation could not be enacted without voter 

approval .  On April 18, 1922,  residents voted  280 to 36 to  incorporate as a 

borough ,  effectively putting an end to Palisades Townsh ip.  

Unlike earlier boroughs that were formed by like - minded groups of 

people, New Milford was formed by several distinct communities .  Peetzburg h,  

to the north , was a planned suburban development.  River Edge Manor (Old 



 

 

Bridge), which was in the center , wa s once home to the Demarestôs familyôs 

mil l. New Bridge ,  to the south ,  was primarily farms.  

 There was tension between the communities. For example, the Steuben 

School (now the Hovnanian School) was built in 1921 on River Road. The 

architect was John Abram Gurd, a leading citizen of River Edge Manor.  That 

location was selected because residents o f River Edge Manor were tired of 

tr aveling  to Peetzburgh for school and were threatening t o secede from the 

township . At the same time  they were frustrated with the folks on the 

ñsouthsideò ð the farmers of New Bridge  --  who didnôt want their taxes to 

incr ease to pay for a new school.  

 During the Great Depression, many farmers went bankrupt. Banks took 

control of their properties and sold the land to real estate developers . In 

1940 , the population of New Milford was approximately 3,200 . By 196 0, the 

popula tion was slightly  less than 19,000. In a space of about  20 years, the 

population increased nearly six - fold !  By 1970, the population topped out at 

19,149. Over the next few decades, the number of residents declined . The  

2020 U.S. Census  set the boroughôs population at  16,297.  

 Itôs this time frame ð from the post war period to the present ð that  

is the primary focus of this oral history project sponsored by  the New 

Milford Historic Preservation Commission.  The following stories were edited 

by Nancy Varetto ni and are based upon interviews conducted by John Minko, 

the legendary sportscaster and longtime New Milford resident ,  as well as 

members of the commission . We extend our deepest appreciation to John for 

offering his time and talent, and we thank everyone  who participated in this 

project.  Photographs are from the commissionôs archives and clippings from 

the website, newspapers.com. We welcome additional stories. If you would 

like to participate, p lease contact the commission at 

historic@newmilfordboro.com .  

 

Fund ing has been made possible through grant funds administered by the Bergen 

County Division of Cultural and Historic Affairs, Department of Parks, through a 

General Operating Support grant from the New Jersey Historical Commission, a 

division of the Department of State.  
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Josephine Aparri  
Interviewed April 2021 by John Minko  

 

Josephine Cabildo Aparri was born in the Philippines and moved to 

New York City in 1967 to work as a nurse at Columbia Presbyterian 

Hospital (now New York Presbyterian Hospital). In 1974, she and her 

husband, the late Leo Siruno Aparri, moved to New Milford, where they 

raised their family of three sons and one daughter. Ms. Aparri 

concluded her career at as a nursing educator, training practical 

nursing students and operating room technicians.  

   When she was just 5 years 

old and living in the Philippines, 

Josephine Cabildo Aparri already 

knew her lifeôs plan: she wanted to 

move to the United States and 

pursue a career as a nurse.  

New York City was the most 

logical destination since her aunt 

and un cle lived on 136 th  Street in 

Manhattan. She wrote them a letter, 

and told them she was on her way.  

ñIt cost an arm and a leg to 

do a phone call way back in ô67,ò she recalled.  

She was also impressed by Columbia Presbyterian Hospital.  

 ñI saw it in the American Journal of Nursing . I wrote to the 

director of nursing é because it was just so beautiful, you know, a 

garden and the hospital and all that,ò she said. ñI was able to stay 

at the apartments, which were just  across the street on 168th 

Street.ò 

She al ready held a bachelorôs of science in nursing from the 

University of the Philippines, but wanted to further her education. 

She enrolled in the masterôs program  at Columbia Universityôs 

Teachers College. She worked full time and took classes part time ï 

and was exhausted all the time. She wonder how her classmates could 

afford to be full - time students.  

ñOh, we have a scholarship, the Federal Trainee Scholarship,ò 

they told her.  However, when Ms. Aparri asked the tuition aid officer 

if she could apply for t he scholarship, he told her he didnôt know if 

that would be possible.  

ñWe haven't given to immigrants,ò he explained. 



 

 

Undeterred, she asked him: ñYou tell me if American nurses and 

immigrants like myself from the Philippines pay a different kind of 

tax rat eé (If) they have a higher tax rate, and I have a lower tax 

rate, then by all means, but then if it's the same tax rate, then I 

think I'm entitled to apply for a trainee scholarship.ò 

The tuition aid officer was on his way to a meeting in 

Washington, DC, w ith the programôs administrators and promised to 

raise the question of her eligibility with them. He returned with good 

news.  

ñSo I was able to go full time, just like my classmates, and 

finished in one year,ò she said. ñSo that's like a lesson where you 

have to advocate for yourself; do not wait till somebody hands 

something to you.ò 

In 1974, the young Aparri family was looking to leave the city 

for the suburbs. A realtor told them that many Filipinos had relocated 

to New Milford.  

ñI thought it would be easier for me to acclimate to the 

community when I know people from the Philippines, that there are 

Filipinos, here in town,ò she said. 

Her children attended Berkley School and the middle school. Three 

children graduated from the high school, and one son gr aduated from 

Regis High School, an all -boyôs high school in Manhattan run by the 

Jesuits.  

ñThey had such good programs and curriculum in the elementary 

school, and then they got involved in CCD at Ascension Church,ò she 

said.  

Her children also participated in an enrichment program at the 

middle school called ñSaturday Fun Shop.ò 

ñThat was the start of the technological age,ò she said. ñWe 

didn't have a computer, but they were exposed to the computer.ò 

She and her neighbors would take turns carpooling their children 

to the middle and high schools. Ms. Aparri worked nights for seven 

years so she would be available for her children.  

ñThe kids grew up, I would say, in a very healthy atmosphere,ò 

she said. ñWe had very good teachers, and they interacted with 

students so well. They also had afterschool programs that my kids were 

involved in. And that to me, just was very enriching and helped to 

develop the kids socially, emotionally and academically.ò   

At the time, the boroughôs Asian- American and Pacific Islander 

community was growing, but it was still relatively small. Ms. Aparri 



 

 

said her children d id encounter some name calling, but the bullying 

was kept to a minimum.  

When a brother - in - law and niece from the Philippines joined the 

family, the Aparris left their home on Princeton Street for a much 

larger house in Paramus. When it was time to downsiz e, they set their 

sights on returning to New Milford. It took them two years to find the 

right house.  

ñI just trusted God that, you know, wherever he puts us, is where 

we belong,ò explained Ms. Aparri, who said she became born- again 

Christian at a 1991 Bi lly Graham Crusade. ñAnd as I said, I'm glad 

that we came back to New Milford.  

ñSome of the parents that I knew before were still here. So it 

made me feel at home again. And the Senior Center, I registered right 

away. And sure enough, I saw some retired nu rses there that I knew. So 

it was like fitting in so fast.ò 

When she returned, she noticed that the community had changed ï 

in a good way.  

ñNew Milford seems to be much nicer in terms of infrastructure, 

like this ball field now with the artificial turf,ò she said.  

She continued, ñI think that this town caters to all generations. 

And I find that very noticeable, because I'm a senior now. I'm 76. And 

when we moved here the second time, I was 72.ò 

Ms. Aparri added, ñI noticed too, that there's more diversity 

here.ò Her neighbors include families of Irish, South American and 

Filipino heritage.  

She said her experience of living in New Milford has been 

overwhelmingly positive: ñVery, very positive. I would advertise New 

Milford to friends who are looking for a p lace to move to.ò 

 

   

 

 

 

  

 

  

 



 

 

Roger Lane  
Interviewed October  2021 by John Minko  

 

Roger Lane served as New Milfordôs mayor from 1987 to 1989 and 

was also on the borough council. He was born in Harlem and lived in 

the Bronx before his family moved to New Milford. He attended Berkley 

School and New Milford High School, and earned a degree  in political 

science from Fairleigh Dickinson University. He and his wife, the 

former Kathleen Belthoff, live in Wyckoff.  

 

Roger Lane inherited his love of politics 

from his mother, who would tuck a transistor radio 

under her pillow so she could listen to the news 

at night.  

ñWhy donôt you want to know whatôs going on 

in the world?ò she would ask her son.  

Mayor Lane, an o zAnl y child, was born in 

Harlem and lived in the Bronx just up the hill 

from Yankee Stadium.  

ñI actually could see the glow of the lights 

of the stadium,ò he recalled. ñIf somebody got a 

hit, you could hear the fans cheer.ò 

When he was 9 years old, his parent s moved 

to the Brookchester Apartments and enrolled their 

son in the fourth grade at Berkley School.  One of 

his first memories of his time in New Milford is 

the assassination of President John F. Kennedy in 

November 1963. He remembers someone walking into  

the classroom and whispering to his teacher, who 

then started to cry. The class was dismissed for 

the day.  

ñThey didnôt tell us in school,ò he said. ñI 

found out when I got home.ò  

In the 1960s, New Milford schools were filled to capacity, and 

they opera ted on a ñsplit scheduleò to accommodate all the students.  

ñI started going to the high school in eighth grade because they 

were building the middle school at the time,ò said Mayor Lane.  

Although he is a few years younger than Ed Marinaro, the New 

Milfor d football star who played for Cornell and in the NFL before 

pursuing an acting career, Mayor Lane recalls that everyone knew 

Marinaro was destined for success.   

ñHe was a legend in the school,ò he said. 



 

 

Mayor Lane was also part of another impressive accomplishment in 

New Milford sports history. He was a member of the undefeated track 

team coached by Bill Monaghan.  

ñFrom the time I got into high school until the time I became a 

senior, the New Milford Hig h School track team never lost a dual 

meet,ò he said. What made the accomplishment even more improbable was 

that the team didnôt have a track where they could practice.  

ñWe used to run on the water works road straight behind the car 

spewing exhaust with B ill Monaghan driving,ò he recalled. ñEverybody 

was like, óOh my gosh, he's trying to kill us!ô But we had no track, 

so from a historical perspective the track team was a tremendous 

team.ò 

His dream was to attend the U.S. Air Force Academy after high 

school  graduation and was extremely disappointed when he didnôt 

receive an appointment from U.S. Sen. Harrison A. Williams. Instead, 

Mayor Lane enrolled at ñHarvard on the Hackensack,ò Fairleigh 

Dickinson University, where his mother supervised the mailroom.  

At that time, Richard Nixon was president, and Mayor Lane, a 

political science major, recalled one course in particular where he 

gave two, half - hour presentations in defense of Nixon.  

ñI was a big Nixon supporter,ò explained Mayor Lane. Nixonôs 

accomplishmen ts, he acknowledged, have been overshadowed by his 

controversies.    

In 1979, Lane entered his first campaign for council with his 

friend and another future mayor, James Battaglia.  

ñWe knocked on just about every single door, and we kind of upset 

the appl ecart at the time,ò said Mayor Lane.  ñBoth of us won.ò 

Although he lost two consecutive bids for re - election, Mayor Lane 

returned to office on the third try.  

ñIt was very painful at times,ò he recalled. ñBut you know, 

(when) you put yourself up for publi c scrutiny, you win sometimes, you 

lose sometimes.ò 

Among his accomplishments as mayor, he cites the installation of 

the Veterans Monument and the relocation of the Jewish War Memorial on 

the grounds of borough hall.  

ñWe thought it would be great to have all of the veteransô 

monuments located right at borough hall,ò he said. ñWe can honor 

everybody in one spot at one big ceremony.ò 

The relocation of the public library to the old Williams 

(formerly New Bridge) School is another significant achievement, he 

said. Although there were conflicting proposals on where the library 

should located, Mayor Lane believed that the Williams School site was 

most beneficial to the community. The land across the street from the 

school was sub - divided for housing, which gave t he borough more 



 

 

rateables, and the spacious building gave New Milford one of the 

biggest libraries in terms of square footage in the area.  

ñI think it's one of the larger libraries in Bergen County, and 

better yet, we maintained the entire field property t hat still exists 

for recreation purposes,ò he said. 

Additionally, Mayor Lane noted improvements made to the 

Department of Public Works  as well as the repaving Boulevard that was 

funded by a grant obtained by the late Marlene Casey.  

ñShe worked extremely 

hard, and we got a lot of 

benefits in New Milford because 

of her efforts,ò he said.  

The redevelopment of 

Oserôs Farm on Henley Avenue was 

major issue during the 1980s. 

The farm had been sold to a 

private developer, and there was 

speculation that the prope rty 

might be used for commercial or 

mixed use purposes.  

ñWe felt that (area) was 

really strictly residential,ò he 

said. ñI mean, not me personally, but the planning board é wanted it 

to be residential. And that's what it is. And it worked out fine.ò 

Mayor  Lane believes the essential character of New Milford has 

remained the same over the years although some things have changed ï 

in many cases for the better.  

ñIf you look at the town just from an infrastructure standpoint, 

I think it's very similar,ò he said. Thereôs still a shopping center 

across from Brookchester Apartments, although some of the stores are 

different. The apartment community itself is still standing and well 

maintained, he said. Ball fields and other recreational facilities 

have been upgr aded.  

ñI look at those improvements there now and I think it's 

tremendous, you know, they did a wonderful job,ò he said. 

Mayor Lane is mindful that decisions made by public officials can 

have lasting impact ï sometimes in the most unexpected ways. One suc h 

decision involves the late Mario R. LaBarbera, a long - time mayor and 

former borough attorney.  

ñIf you go down River Road, you see the Burger King,ò he 

explained.  ñBurger Kingôs motto was, óHome of the Whopper.ô Mario 

LaBarbera, who was Italian, was not  keen at all about the word 

ówhopperô because it was a bad word referencing Italians.ò 



 

 

Mayor LaBarbera told the developer that he could build a Burger 

King on one condition: the restaurantôs sign could not include the 

motto.  

ñIf you have óHome of the Whopper,ô it will not be built!ò Mayor 

LaBarbera threatened.  ñThat's offensive to me as an Italian.ò 

Several years later, Mayor Lane was having lunch with some 

friends after a round of golf at the Arcola Country Club in Paramus.  

ñI'm telling this story about the Burger King, and the guys at 

the table thought I was lying,ò he recalled. ñI said, óNo, this is 

true!ô 

ñAll of a sudden a voice in the back corner of the room says,  

óHe's absolutely right.ôò 

His friends asked, ñHow do you know?ò 

ñI own the Burger King,ò the man replied. ñI was the one that was 

told no óHome of the  Whopper.ôò 

  ñWhat are the odds?ò asked Mayor Lane. 

To this day, the sign at the Burger King on River Road doesnôt 

have a motto.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Dianne Linne Conklyn  
Interviewed June  2021  by Li sa Purcell, Nancy Varettoni and Thea Sirocchi - Hurley  

 

 Dianne Linne Conklyn was born in New Milford  and  attended Berkley 

School and David E. Owens Middle School . She graduated from New 

Milford High School in 1979  and earned a degree in nursing from 

William  Paterson University.  

 Growing up in New Milford, Dianne Linne Conklyn  considered 

herself a ñmusic person,ò and she still has her childhood clarinet to 

prove it.  

ñI tried softball ï not  too good with the eye - hand coordination. 

And I was usually in left field swatting gnats,ò she recalled. 

ñMy nickname was óPeanutôé by the time I got to high school, 

everybody else got taller and I didn't, so I just stuck with the 

music, dance (and) chorus stuff.ò 

The Linne family lived on Bulger Avenue. Their cousins  lived 

across the street. The neighborhood was filled with children ï as were 

the local schools.  

ñIt was just so many,ò she said. ñWe (Berkley School) had four 

kindergarten classes, because you had the morning and afternoon 

session. And Steuben had one as  well. So if you count all the schools, 

there were like 10 kindergarten classes going on. And there were at 

least 25 of usé I was still in Berkeley, when they built the middle 

school.ò 

ñIt was overwhelming,ò she continued, ñgoing from little Berkley 

School  to the middle school with kids from all (public) schools plus 

whoever might have come from the Catholic schools. It was it was 

amazing, though. I think my graduating class of high school (was) just 

shy of 200, which doesn't sound like much compared to som e of the 

regional schools, but considering the size of our town.ò 

Ms. Conklyn fondly recalls the teachers who nurtured their 

studentsô musical skills: band directors Herbert  Knutson and Roger 

Blaine, and choral teachers Veronica Mitchell, Carol Colts Pick ering 

and Wilbur Huyler.  

ñThose are some of my fondest memories,ò she said. ñThe 

performances, the rehearsals, the band trips!ò 

Band trip destinations included Orlando, Massachusetts, Virginia 

and Maine. For senior year, the band participated in an exchang e 

program.  



 

 

ñWe were assigned to stay with families, and then they came to 

stay with us,ò she explained. ñThe big tourist attraction for the 

Massachusetts exchange was that Paramus Park had opened. We had an 

indoor mall with a fountain! It was a big deal.ò 

Being in marching bands also meant that Ms. Conklyn participated 

in numerous parades.  

ñThe New Milford Elks had a Fife and Drums Corps,ò she said. ñWe 

would wear those little triangle hats, and we had vest with big gold 

buttons.ò 

She also marched in the Me morial Day parade as a Girl Scout ï her 

mother was a troop leader.  

ñMemorial Day parades were big,ò she said. ñ And then it was four 

years of marching with the high school. Itôs so funny. I remember 

being so specific, even when we were Girl Scouts and Boy s Scouts, 

about how to properly hold the flag.ô 

Other fond 

memories include 

shopping at 

Vayôs 

supermarket, the 

opening Burger 

King, and 

working at Dairy 

Queen and 

Woodcrest 

Center.  

ñI 

remember the 

wood floors (at 

Vayôs),ò she 

said. ñThe sound 

that peopleôs 

feet made on it; 

the sound that the shopping cart made on it.ò On one particularly 

memorable trip to Vayôs with her mother, a fire broke out. ñI remember 

her leaving the grocery cart and high -tailing it out of there!ò 

On Saturdays, her grandfather would take her to the bowling alley 

in the basement of the Brookchester Shopping Center. On a recent visit 

to a restaurant that now occupies the space above the bowling alley, 

she asked the staff if the lanes still existed. They werenôt sure what 

she was talking about.  


